9/14/08 – Mike Carey – WashingtonLakes.com

     I went fishing with four other family members for the first time at Lake Chelan. Since we do not have a boat with downriggers, we booked a charter with Darrell and Dad's guide service. First, let me say if you plan on fishing Chelan, this is a highly reputable company and they work excruciatingly hard to make sure everyone has a great time and catch fish. Our guide was Andy, and I think he must have 
walked ten miles in that boat, bouncing between downrigger to downrigger, 
making adjustments. He was a great guy and did an awesome job. Kudos!

      We started our adventure at six am, and fished almost directly across the lake
 from Manson (I can't remember the name of the point). We had our first five or
 six fish in the boat within the first half hour, and from there the action slowed, 
until finally, we could no longer get bites for the last hour of the trip. It wasn't for 
lack of trying though. We ended up catching ten in total, the biggest three being 8 
pounds, 7.5 pounds and 6 pounds. The others ranged between three and five
 pounds. Unfortunately, I wasn't one of the lucky ones to hook into a lunker. My biggest was roughly four or five pounds (still a nice fish though). 

      The bait was a pink flatfish trolled with a downrigger on the bottom at about 160 feet of water. The weather was very warm, and the lake was calm (a perfect day on the lake). I will be back again, to catch a ten pounder!!!!! 

      Once again, a big recomendation to the guys at Darrell and Dad's. Good work, good service.

9/14/08 - Spencer Chriest – Seattle, Washington
Hello Anton, 
   I just wanted to let you know that the guys and I had a great time fishing on Saturday. Andy was a great guide and we all enjoyed catching the 9 fish while soaking up the sun and scenery. We are planning to do another half day or full day in late fall or winter and we'd definitely want Andy for our guide again. 

Thanks, 

9/14/08 - Joe Tucker – Selah, Washington
Darrell and Dad’s,
 
I would like to thank you for the exceptional fishing experience that you provided for my family and I this weekend. My family has never fished Lake Chelan, and your service provided us with the definition of how incredible lake Chelan fishing is. Everything from start to finish went smoothly with your service. Our guide, Andy, was very punctual and fast getting the equipment prepared in order to provide us with optimal fishing time. The boat was clean and comfortable, and the equipment used (from rods, reels to depth finders) was top quality, which not only aided in success, but made things very comfortable.
 
I am from Yakima, and I went to Safeway (in Chelan) last night for some late night snacks before the big trip and mentioned to the cashier that I was going on a Charter in the morning. Her reply was, “Wow, our town must be growing if they call a fishing trip on Chelan a ‘charter.’” She then told me, “If you want a real charter go to the ocean.”
 
All I can say about those remarks is that she has never been on your boat, and is completely oblivious to the fishing opportunities that exist on Lake Chelan. Everything about Lake Chelan, from the water clarity, to the scenery makes for an incredible lake experience. Mix into that some lunker Mackinaws, and you have a cocktail for a wonderful experience.
 
I would like to say some words for our captain on Sunday (Andy Byrd). From the moment we started, dedication, professionalism and experience popped into my mind. I honestly think Andy must have run back and forth between the downriggers several miles. Andy was in perpetual motion for the complete trip (even after the bite had died). There was not one moment he was still. He was constantly adjusting the downriggers in accordance to the lake depth. There is no way he could have worked any harder to catch fish for us. There was no doubt that he knew exactly what he was doing. Also, he explained things to us, and taught us a lot about not only Mackinaws, but Lake Chelan in general and it’s fishery. It was very interesting. His experience led us into ten very beautifull Mackinaws, with the top two weighing between seven and eight pounds.  Unfortunately those were not my fish, but that doesn't matter.  There is always next time.
 
Not only did he provide us with a wonderfull adventure, but he also cleaned all of our fish for us, and I was amazed at how fast he did it. It would have taken me an hour to filet that many fish. Not only was he fast, but he was speedy and very sanitary about the process. In other words, I guess you could say Andy is a top notch guide. He even got stung by a bee while cleaning our fish. Hopefully he wasn’t allergic.  Everything about your services are professional, and fun. I am looking forward to my next adventure with you. Until then, “tight lines”
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